
DRIFTWOOD GARDEN CLUB 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 2019-2020 

“Natives and the Environment” 

Month Day/Time Topic Location

September 7 Fall Cocktail Party
Saturday
6:00 pm

The annual Fall Cocktail party is a wonderful way to kick off our 
new garden club season! Share stories about your garden suc-
cesses and failures over the past summer. Learn more details 
about the theme for this year. Sign up as a host/hostess for one of 
the upcoming programs. Bring your spouse or significant other to 
meet the garden club members they have heard so much about! 
Beer, wine and non-alcoholic beverages will be provided. Members 
are asked to bring an appetizer or dessert to share.

Lynda & Paul Hare
4 Stevens Road
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October 15 Supporting a Resilient Environment for Marblehead

Tuesday
6:30 pm

Have you heard about successful local efforts to increase the North 
Shore’s resiliency and conservation?  Jean Skaane, Sustainable 
Marblehead (SM), & Andrew Brousseau, Black Earth Compost will 
provide insights on creating positive changes in the town, our club, 
and our everyday lives.  
Over the last two years, SM has influenced our town’s approach to 
the new school design, open spaces, shade trees, electric vehicles, 
and energy production.  Garden Clubs can help support these on-
going efforts! 
Black Earth Compost provides curbside compost collection 
throughout the North Shore. Receptacles are located at the Trans-
fer Station. In addition, our backyard composters could use a tune 
up!  Andrew will discuss a more effective technique for backyard 
composting called 'the bread oven' method which treats the com-
post pile as a bioreactor capable of 'deposing' of organic waste.  He 
will also discuss recycling in general as well as the flow of fertilizer 
across the globe.

Jean Skaane is the Co-Chair of SM’s Education Focus Group.  
She, along with Katie Martin and team, work on development pro-
grams for MHD children.  
Andrew Brousseau is the owner and compost production director of 
Black Earth Compost.  He is a graduate of UMass Amherst and 
student of Lynn Margulis. 

Abbot Library

October 29, 30 
& November 2

Fall Clean-Up at Library Gardens

Tuesday, 
Wednesday 
and/or Sat-

urday
9:00 am

Join one of the Fall clean-up crews to rake leaves, weed, prune 
shrubs and say “sleep well” to the gardens.

Abbot Library
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November 12 Bundles and Bows...No Holiday Woes🎀

Monday
6:30 pm

DGC members Ginny von Rueden and Laurie Boggis will team up 
once again, this time to show members how to make their own 
bows to adorn wreaths, swags and even packages.  In addition, 
they will demonstrate how to make “tussie mussies”, those little 
bundles that are used to make garlands and wreaths, and will show 
you different ways to use them to create a totally custom look for 
your holiday decor.  This should be a fun and informative workshop 
to get everyone in the spirit for our annual King Hooper Mansion 
decorating and the Wreaths for Seniors civic project.

Members should bring some greens and clippers for the tussie 
mussies.  The club will provide all other materials.  Ribbon will be 
available for bow making but if there is a special ribbon that you’d 
like to use, please bring that as well.  You’ll be a step ahead for the 
holiday season!

Abbot Library

November Date 
TBD

Hooper Mansion Holiday Decorations

Prior to the holiday decorating of Hooper Mansion, there will be a 
buying trip to Jacobson Floral in Boston, date TBD, and a decorat-
ing workshop.

Hooper Mansion
8 Hooper Street

Marblehead
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December 3 Holiday Greens for Seniors
Tuesday
6:30 pm

This program is another way for the Driftwood Garden Club to give 
back to the community. In this collaborative effort with the Marble-
head Council on Aging (COA), we will decorate balsam wreaths 
and swags for the many Marblehead residents who participate in 
the Meals on Wheels Program. DGC will purchase and decorate 
the wreaths; the COA will deliver them the next day. It is a fun filled 
creative night. The best part of the evening is looking at all of the 
uniquely decorated wreaths. Members should bring plant cuttings 
and dried seed pods from their gardens, ribbons and decorations to 
adorn the wreaths and swags. Don’t forget the glue guns. 

Marblehead Com-
munity Center

10 Humphrey Street
Marblehead

January 14 Confessions of a Garden Fanatic – 
Still Crazy After All These Years!

Tuesday
6:30 pm

Linda Lipton is a writer, storyteller, former art and design teacher, 
and avid, do-it-yourself gardener from Salem, MA.  She and her 
husband, Fred, created a back yard garden at 119 Federal Street 
which was featured in the summer 2018 issue of North Shore 
Home magazine (article available online). The Liptons were recent-
ly interviewed for an article featuring their garden for the up-coming 
2019 summer issue of Horticulture magazine.  

Linda will present the pictorial progress of this garden— start to fin-
ish—from a blank slate of the back yard to a precious oasis of calm 
and a serene setting.

Abbot Library
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February 11 The Monarch Gardener — 
Sustaining the Monarch, One Yard at a Time

Tuesday
6:30 pm

Learn about the monarch butterfly with Katie Hone – their natural 
history, migration, the reasons for its decline and the many conser-
vation efforts that are currently underway along their migration 
pathway. Then experience an entire season of blooms that you can 
plant in your own yard to help monarchs and other pollinators. 

Katie Hone gardens in Ipswich, MA along the Ipswich River. She 
was a 2012 recipient of the US Fish and Wildlife Service's Slow the 
Flow Grant which helped her transform the traditional foundation 
plantings approach into a haven for wildlife, while also minimizing 
storm runoff into the river. As a former Senior Aquarist and Educa-
tor at the New England Aquarium, Katie cared for hundreds of ani-
mals. She also created a two-story tropical waterfall, designed Bos-
ton Island shorebird landscapes, and brought marine biology-based 
education programs to schools throughout New England.

Abbot Library

March 10 Welcoming Native Plants and Insects to your Garden
Tuesday
6:30 pm

Rebecca Warner, a home gardener in Newton, will talk about the 
best reasons to grow native plants which provide food and habitat 
for native insects in our gardens. This talk describes choosing 
beautiful plants to attract beneficial insects and pollinators, explains 
how you can strike the right balance of insects for your garden, and 
reveals some truths about native plants — the good citizens and 
the thugs. It closes with some garden maintenance tricks to make 
your yard more hospitable to the right insects. 

Rebecca has thirty years’ experience working toward a sustainable 
garden. Her book, The Sustainable-Enough Garden, is the story of 
her quest to make a beautiful garden that’s environmentally friendly. 
In the last eight years she has overhauled her garden practices, 
from composting to mulching, lawn care to irrigation. She blogs 
weekly at thesustainable-enoughgarden.blogspot.com/.

Abbot Library
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April 14 Divide and Conquer
Tuesday
6:30 pm 

It’s Spring ….Do You Know Where Your Perennials Are?

Join us for some help from our own Lisa Biggio in identifying the 
new shoots that are emerging in the gardens this spring.  Learning 
to identify the emerging plants is one of the best ways to know how 
to dig and divide.  We will focus on identification through leaf shape 
and veining, leaf pattern and flower shape, color of stems and roots 
etc.  We will also review the best tools and methods for digging and 
dividing the different perennials for optimal healthy growth and suc-
cess in displaying for sale!

Abbot Library

April 18-25 Dig and Divide in Local Gardens
Multiple 

days, Multi-
ple teams

Take all your new found knowledge to the field!! 

Final dates to be determined based on weather conditions and 
length of the winter season. 

Members’ & Donors’ 
gardens

May 8 & 9 DGC Plant Sale (and set up)
Saturday
8:00 am

Our Annual Fundraiser

Drop off plants Friday, May 8th, starting at 7:30 in the morning 
through 9 am.  Set up by Friday noon.  Saturday morning, all hands 
on deck

Masonic Temple
62 Pleasant Street

Marblehead
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May 13, 16,
& 19

Spring Clean-Up in the Library Gardens

Tuesday, 
Wednesday 

and/or 
Saturday

9 am

Join one of the spring clean-up crews to rake leaves, weed, prune 
dead branches and plant new annuals or perennials.

Abbot Library

June 6 Annual Luncheon and Business Meeting
Saturday

Noon - 2 pm
Come join our end of year celebration luncheon and Business 
Meeting. Vote on the Slate of Officers for 2020-2021.

Please volunteer 
your home to host 
our Annual Lun-

cheon!

June 23 Leaf Bird Baths at Long Hill
Saturday

10 am-noon
Dan Bouchard, Head Horticulturalist at Long Hill Reservation, will 
lead a popular hands-on session to create Leaf Bird Bath molds at 
Long Hill, a 114-acre estate in Beverly managed by the Trustees of 
Reservations. Limit is 16 attendees so plan ahead. 

Long Hill Gardens
572 Essex Street

Beverly, MA
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